In the mid-1950s British planner Gordon Stephenson, a professor at the University of Toronto, contracted with several Canadian cities to diagnose their problems and offer redevelopment options. The City of Halifax, a port city on Canada's Atlantic coast, hired Stephenson to produce what he called "probably the most effective job I ever did". In the decades since, Stephenson's redevelopment study significantly affected the shape of the downtown and the fate of an African-Nova Scotian community on the shore of the harbor.
